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according to the degree of excitement. If
the skin be thick, and adherent to a certain
quantity of cellular membrane, the re-
union is almost always secured. If, on
the contrary the skin be thinned, and de-
void of adipose tissue in its interior surface,
we are often obliged to remove it, after the
resection of the edges has been attempted
in vain. Simple dressing is then applied,
and the patient placed on the use of bitters
and mild laxatives. Sometimes thd apo-
neurosis, and even the muscles, are de-
stroyed, but these circumstances cause

no change in the treatment.
When the ulcer is very large, and the

suppuration abundant, tonics are necessa-
rily employed. These statements are il-
lustrated by the following case : -Jean
B. Cceur de Rov, setat. 49, of strong- con-
stitution, experienced pain for two or three I
months between his shoulders, when on
the 24th January 1813, a small tumour
appeared, in appearance like the head of a
nail. There was no inclination to vomit-
ing, no loss of appetite. The tumour in-
creased rapidly, and in less than twenty-
four hours there was formed an inflamma-
tory swelling of prodigious size. It was
remarkable that the patient, whose left

eye was very weak-sighted, regained its
strength of vision immediately after the
appearance of the anthrax. Four days
were next spent in the most intense pain.
The tumour then opened spontaneously
in several points, parcels of cellular tissue
escaped, and on the 7th of May, twelve
days after the attack, the skin was entirely
destroyed. On the 15th he entered the
H6tel Dieu, having an ulcer four or five
inches in diameter, and the surrounding
skin being all separated. The edges of the
wound were now brought towards each
other by bandages, &c.; its edges were
open; the sore simple; taking care to exer-
cise slight compression on the edges of the
ulcer, which was soon reunited. The pa-
tient left the hospital on the 5th of April
not yet perfectly cured, although he had
entered on the 7th day of the disease.
We may conclude what we have to say

on the treatment of anthrax, by observ-
ing, that we must continue at each dress- 
ing, and until the parts are fully degorged,
the pressure designed to favour the escape
of the remains of the gangrenous cellu-
lar tissue.

THE combination of mental and manual
dexterity in the reduction of dislocations
is much more general and successful in
France than Great Britain, as all will allow
who have witnessed the amusing and in-
structive scenes which take place in the
H&ocirc;tel Dieu,&mdash;Mr. Crampton, Dub. Jour.

CASE OF POISONING,

TRIED AT PARIS BEFORE THE "COURS
ROYALE " OF THE MAINE AND LOIRE.

Drawn up by M. ORFILA.*

* Annales d’Hygeine Publique et de M&eacute;decine
Legale, &c.

IN the month of August 1832, a couple
named Terrier, and their mother, then in
good health, experienced severe colic and
nausea, followed by violent vomiting,
after having eaten of cabbage soup. The
young girl Terrier, their niece, who had
eaten of the same soup, was attacked with
the same symptoms. A man named Char-
don, to whom the Terriers supplied soup,
experienced similar accidents at the same
time. All these symptoms were renewed
with increased intensity on the same in-
dividuals using the part of the soup which
remained from the first meal. The hus-
band Terrier died in 4 8 hours, and, hismo-
ther in 72 days after. His widow recover-
ed, after being confined to bed for eight
months; but she remained in a state of
incurable infirmity, which rendered her
incapable of working at any employment.

t The medical men who attended the pa-
i tients could affirm nothing respecting the
causes and nature of the disease. Two of
them, however, attributed the death to
, gastro-enteritis. The bodies were buried,
and Urbain X. was called to inherit their
property. It was then ascertained, that
some years previously, this man had pur-
chased a pound of arsenic. Another cou-
ple, Moreau, were the brother and sister-
in-law of Urbain. On the 24th July 1832,
he came to dine with them, and, chatting
about the quality of their new corn, he
asked to see it. The woman Moreau, who
was about to bake, had recently put flour
in her chest. She showed this flour to

Urbain, who took up a handful of it, and
in a few seconds threw it back again into
the chest, saying it was better than his.
The 26th of the same month the woman
Moreau made her bread. Her husband
and son, herself, and ten other persons, ate
of it, and all were attacked with a violent
colic and frequent vomiting. If they re-
sumed the use of that bread, the accidents
recurred. When its use was abstained
from, they ceased. Bread was then made
with other flour proceeding from the same
corn, and ground at the same time, and

this produced no ill effect. The woman
Moreau did not recollect of any other

person but Urbain having called on them.
Had she and her son died, Urbain would
have inherited their fortune.
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On the 2nd August 1832, two chemists (solution of sulphuretted hydrogen). The
were commissioned to analyze the bread fluid became instantly yellow, but was not
in question. It was a loaf of fine quality, sensibly troubled. Some drops of muriatic
weighing between 13 and 14 pounds, of acid were added to precipitate any sul-
rather brown colour, baked three or four phuret of arsenic which might form. The

days; its taste, without being disagree- liquid was so little troubled, that it would
able, yet left a peculiar ucrid sensation, be difficult to suspect what was subse-
which lasted a long time, but having nothing quently to happen. In fact it was only
metallic. A considerable quantity of sand aflel’ some days that there was deposited a
was also found on chewing it. The experi- yellow precipitate, consisting of the sul-
ments made with tests led the analysts to phuret of arsenic and organic matter. Had
conclude, 1st. That the bread contained no we only waited twenty-four or forty-eight
trace of arsenic, mercury, zinc, antimony, hours, no precipitate would have been ob-
or their compounds; 2nd. That it con- tained, and hence probably arose the er-
tained atoms of copper and iron, with rors of the previous experimentalists.
phosphate of lime and magnesia. Still, However this may be, the precipitate
before giving a positive opinion respecting was separated and washed repeatedly inthe absence of a poison, the examiners had distilled water, then placed on a little
recourse to the following experiment. A filter, and washed with very weak am-middle-sized dog ate at 9 a.m. about three monia, by which the sulphuret of arse-
ounces of the bread mixed with a little nic was dissolved, and the organic mat-
meat ; in a quarter of an hour after, he ters left. This proceeding was frequently
vomited, without making much exertion. repeated, the ammoniacal solution then
This experiment was repeated several evaporated to dryness, the residuum mixed
times with similar results. An alcoholic with a little charcoal and carbonate of
extract of the bread had the same effect, potass. The mixture was then toasted,
These different results led the experiment- by boldimg the watch-glass at a certain
alists to believe, that if the bread con- distance from live coals, with a view to
tained no mineral poison, it still might decompose any animal matters, which the
contain one of a vegetable kind. They sulphuret of arsenic might still contain.
consequently begged the attorney-general The watch-glass and its contents were
to have recourse to other assistance. Two then pulverized in a mortar, and the pow-
Parisian chemists were accordingly desig- der introduced into a tube, the upper
nated to proceed to the analysis, and espe- extremity of which was drawn out in the
cially to direct their researches to the de- spirit-lamp. The part containing the
tection of a vegetable poison. It appa- mixture was then brought to a red heat,
rently resulted from these new experiments, when metallic arsenic quickly appeared.
that the bread contained no arsenic or any ...

other mineral poison, neither was any I should remark, 1st, that it is impor..
poisonous vegetable substance pointed out. tant when we act on a small quantity of
The analysts here were perhaps led away matter, to calcine it together with the

from the performance of a concatenated ground watch-glass, because without this
series of experiments by the state of the precaution we should often fail in detach-
bread, which was considerably mouldy. ii-ig the sulphuret of arsenic; 2nd, that we

On the 22nd last Nov. T was directed must 
not push the previous torrefication

On the 22nd last Nov. I was directed too far, lest we decompose and volatilizeby the procureur-general of the Maine the sulphuret of arsenic, or even reduceand Loire, to make a new-examination of and lose the metal in the atmosphere. In
thesuspectedbread and I detected in it conclusion, I think it my duty to insist
a notable quantity of arsenious acid. The conclusion, 

I think it my duty should be

proces-verbal, attesting this fact arrived at specially on the process which should be
the instant when the public prosecutor was coi-istantlv adopted when we endeavour tospeaking when trial. This evidence reduce the metal from very small particles
turned the scale, and the accused Urbain of arsenious acid, or of the sulphuret ofwas condemned to death, 

arsenic. The tube should be narrowed
was condemned to death. and drawn out in the spirit-lamp. The

It seems to me a matter of importance oxydation of the metal should also be ac-
to establish succinctly the experiments complished by placing the metal in a tube
made to arrive at the indicated result, and open at both ends, and of moderately
to point out the causes which led to the large size. Metallic arsenic is, moreover,
mistakes of the four preceding experi- recognised, 1st, by its physical properties;
mentalists. 2nd, by its garlic smell ; 3rd, by the fa-
The bread having been cut into pieces culty it possesses of dissolving in warm

was treated with cold distilled water, the nitric acid, and affording by the evapora-
liquor filtered, and then tested by con- tion of the liquid a white mass, which

centrated liquid hydro-sulphuric acid being dissolved in distilled water and
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treated ’while warm in a phial with liquid
sulphuretted hydrogen, affords in a few
seconds a yellow precipitate of sulphuret
of arsenic, soluble in ammonia, which
deprives it of its colour.

THE

MALIGNANT CHOLERA

IN

OPORTO IN 1833.

To the Editor qf THE LANCET.
Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Ship Rainha

de Portugal, Oporto Roads, May 8, 1833.

SIR,&mdash;Although the mania for investi-
gating the different and extraordinary
circumstances, symptoms, and pheno-
mena, connected with that wide-spread-
ing calamity cholera morbus has some-
what suhsided, the following Jacts may
not be unacceptable.

I may be excused, probably, saying a few
words respecting myself. I should not do
so, but that I conceive them necessary, in
order to validate what I am about to com-
municate. I had charge of a hospital at
Warsaw, containing upwards of three hun-
dred patients labouring under the above
maladv. I volunteered mv assistance to i
Mr. Searle, who I believe is known to you,
as also is his line of practice, and the

theory on which he founds it. Every day
I live, and every opportunity I have of
acquiring knowledge on the subject, con-
vinces me, more and more, of the truth
of the views he has taken of the nature
and treatment of this mysterious malady.
Having premised so much, I hasten to

a subject which may possess more general
interest-viz. the entrance and exit of the
disease at Oporto.
Marshal Solignac arrived in Vigo Bay

in the London Merchant, steamer, with four
hundred veterans belonging to the dis-
banded Belgic Battalion, on the 30th of
last December. A report having been I
made to the flag-ship Rainha de Portugal,
that a disease closely resembling that of;
the cholera morbus had carried off nine or 
ten of the passengers, I was ordered by
the admiral to visit the vessel. On my l
arrival, I discovered that blue cholera really i
existed on board, and that fifteen men i
were on their backs with the disease, all!
in a state of collapse, accompanied by the
usual symptoms characteristic of the coin-
plaint. I was further ordered to take 
charge of them to Oporto. I pursued Mr. Searle’s plan of treatment with them,
viz. injections of muriate of soda in solu-

tion, large quantities of calomel, and small
portions of brandy, frequently given. Five
out of the fifteen became convalescents on
their passage to Oporto, which place we
reached on the 2nd of January, when I
sent on shore ten men labouring under the
disease. Ten healthy men were passen.
gers in the boat with the sick. The mo-
ment they landed, the whole of the party,
including some of the boatmen, were at-
tacked with cholera in its worst form.
Why did not those persons fall victims to
the disease in the place where the cause
of the cholera had its origin-viz. the
steam packet? On visiting the steamer,
I found sufficient cause for the creation
of the disease in the filthy state of the
fore-cabin. When these poor men were
crowded to excess, this cause was mag-
nified in the ratio of the number of indi-
viduals affected, for there were no means
of removing the foul discharges which the
system throws off from all its openings in
this terrific malady. They literally in-
haled the exudations of their bodies in a
state of decomposition. The government
in Oporto having heard that I had treated
this extraordinary disease in another coun-
try, ordered me, verbally, to remain on
shore in charge of those men. However,
on visiting the hospital, I found that a
surgeon had been permanently attached
to it, and that his emoluments were the
poor sick men’s pay, which was withheld
from them whilst they remained in the
hospital. I neither liked the reward, nor
did I like to deprive a man of an appa-
rently permanent employment, particu.
larly as I enjoyed a commission, and
should be paid, no matter to what duty
I was appointed. Consequently, I did
not obey the verbal order, but enjoyed
my hours in Oporto until the expiration
of seven days, when I received an order
from the minister of marine to wait on
him the next day at a stated hour. At
this period the disease commenced to
spread itself in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the landing-place, which was the
situation of the hospital in which those
men were placed. The government natu-
rally became alarmed, and gave me avery
formal commission, nominating me " Di-
rector of the Foz Hospital."
The first case of cholera that made its

appearance, independent of those in the
Belgic Battalion, was that of an English
soldier on piquet in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the Foz Hospital and landing-
place. The patient was a tall, robust,

’ healthy, young man, and declared that he
; had never before had a day’s sickness.

He was thoughtlessly conveyed to the

hospital established for the English wound-
ed soldiers, and, on his entrance, was co*


